
1. (amended) A computer-implemented method for valuing the elements of 
value of a business enterprise, comprising: 

organizing historical and forecast business data by component of value and 
element of value where at least one element of value is intangible, and 
using said data to define a predictive model that identifies the value of each 
element of value. 

2. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein the 
revenue, expense and capital component of value forecasts are optionally 
summarized into a cash flow forecast. 

3. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein the 
predictive model is a neural net. 

4. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein the value 
of the elements of value are displayed using a paper document or an electronic 
display. 

5. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein the 
forecast for each component of value is derived from a multivalent combination of 
forecasts. 

6. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein the 
forecasts for each component of value are selected from the group consisting of 
prior 3 period average, prior 6 period average, prior 12 period average, prior 15 
period average, prior 18 period average, prior 26 period average, prior period 
actual, prior period actual multiplied by (prior period actual/2 periods prior actual), 
prior period actual multiplied by (1 + 3 period average period to period trend), prior 
period actual multiplied by (1 + 6 period average period to period trend), prior 
period actual multiplied by (1 + 12 period average period to period trend), prior 
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period one quarter ago, prior period six months ago, prior period one year ago 
(seasonal), prior period two years ago, average of (prior period one year ago + 
prior period one period before the period one year ago + prior period one period 
after one year ago), average quarter during last year - converted to monthly or 
weekly forecast as appropriate, average quarter during last year multiplied by (1 + 
most recent quarter to quarter growth rate ) - converted to monthly or weekly 
forecast as appropriate, average quarter during last year multiplied by (1 + 
average quarterly growth last year) - converted to monthly or weekly forecast as 
appropriate, average period last year, average period last year multiplied by (1 + 
average period growth last year), simple weighted average, heavy weighting to 
most recent 3 periods, simple weighted average, heavy weighting to most recent 
12 periods, simple weighted average, heavy weighting to periods one year ago, 
damped trend exponential smoothing - reduced time period, damped trend 
exponential smoothing, single exponential smoothing - reduced time period, single 
exponential smoothing, double exponential smoothing - reduced time period, 
double exponential smoothing, Winter's exponential smoothing - reduced time 
period and Winter's exponential smoothing. 

7. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein the 
intangible element of value is selected from the group consisting of relationships, 
employees, customers, brands, channel partners and vendors. 

8. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein business 
data is obtained from a group of systems consisting of advanced financial 
systems, basic financial systems, operation management systems, sales 
management systems, human resource systems, accounts receivable systems, 
accounts payable systems, capital asset systems, inventory systems, invoicing 
systems, payroll systems and purchasing systems. 
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9. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein 
determining the value of each element of value further comprises evaluating all 
elements of value at the same time within a sequential series of points in time. 

10. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein 
determining the value of each element of value further comprises: 

deriving one or more element of value weighting factors from the information for 

each of two or more elements of value; 

calculating the present value of the components of value; and 

weighting the information concerning the two or more elements of value 

according to the element of value weighting factors, with the value equaling the 

sum of the product of the element of value factors and the present value of 

each of the components of value. 

11. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 10 wherein the 
element of value weighting factors are selected from the group consisting of 
transaction data, transaction ratios and transaction trends. 

12. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 10 wherein the 
element of value weighting factors are summarized into composite variables that 
characterize the performance of the elements of value. 

13. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 10 wherein 
calculating the composite variable comprises combining element of value 
weighting factors selected from the group consisting of transaction data, 
transaction ratios and transaction trends. 

14. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 10 wherein 
determining the value of each element of value weighting factor further comprises 
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evaluating all elements of value at the same time within a sequential series of 
points in time. 



15. (amended) A computer readable medium having sequences of instructions 
stored therein, which when executed cause a processor to perform a method for 
valuing one or more elements of value of a business enterprise, comprising: 

organizing historical and forecast business data by component of value and 
element of value where at least one element of value is intangible, and 
using said data to define a predictive model that identifies the value of each 
element of value. 

16. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 wherein the 
revenue, expense and capital component of value forecasts are optionally 
summarized into a cash flow forecast. 

17. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 wherein the 
predictive model is a neural net. 

18. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 wherein the value 
of the elements of value are displayed using a paper document or an electronic 
display. 

19. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 wherein the 
forecast for each component of value is derived from a multivalent combination of 
forecasts. 

20. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 wherein the 
forecasts for each component of value are selected from the group consisting of 
prior 3 period average, prior 6 period average, prior 12 period average, prior 15 
period average, prior 18 period average, prior 26 period average, prior period 
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actual, prior period actual multiplied by (prior period actual/2 periods prior actual), 
prior period actual multiplied by (1 + 3 period average period to period trend), prior 
period actual multiplied by (1 +6 period average period to period trend), prior 
period actual multiplied by (1 + 12 period average period to period trend), prior 
period one quarter ago, prior period six months ago, prior period one year ago 
(seasonal), prior period two years ago, average of (prior period one year ago + 
prior period one period before the period one year ago + prior period one period 
after one year ago), average quarter during last year - converted to monthly or 
weekly forecast as appropriate, average quarter during last year multiplied by (1 + 
most recent quarter to quarter growth rate ) - converted to monthly or weekly 
forecast as appropriate, average quarter during last year multiplied by (1 + 
average quarterly growth last year) - converted to monthly or weekly forecast as 
appropriate, average period last year, average period last year multiplied by (1 + 
average period growth last year), simple weighted average, heavy weighting to 
most recent 3 periods, simple weighted average, heavy weighting to most recent 
12 periods, simple weighted average, heavy weighting to periods one year ago, 
damped trend exponential smoothing - reduced time period, damped trend 
exponential smoothing, single exponential smoothing - reduced time period, single 
exponential smoothing, double exponential smoothing - reduced time period, 
double exponential smoothing, Winter's exponential smoothing - reduced time 
period and Winter's exponential smoothing. 

21. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 wherein the 
intangible element of value is selected from the group consisting of relationships, 
employees, customers, brands, channel partners and vendors. 

22. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 wherein business 
data is obtained from a group of systems consisting of advanced financial 
systems, basic financial systems, operation management systems, sales 
management systems, human resource systems, accounts receivable systems, 
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accounts payable systems, capital asset systems, inventory systems, invoicing 
systems, payroll systems and purchasing systems. 

23. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 wherein 
determining the value of each element of value further comprises evaluating all 
elements of value at the same time within a sequential series of points in time. 

24. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 wherein 
determining the value of each element of value further comprises: 

deriving one or more element of value weighting factors from the information 
for each of two or more elements of value; 
calculating the present value of the components of value; and 
weighting the information concerning the two or more elements of value 
according to the element of value weighting factors, with the value equaling the 
sum of the product of the element of value factors and the present value of 
each of the components of value. 

25. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 25 wherein the 
element of value weighting factors are selected from the group consisting of 
transaction data, transaction ratios and transaction trends. 

26. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 25 wherein 
determining the value of each element of value weighting factor further comprises 
evaluating all elements of value at the same time within a sequential series of 
points in time. 

27. (amended) A system for valuing the elements of value of a business 
enterprise, comprising: 
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networked computers each with processor having circuitry to execute 
instructions; a storage device coupled to the processor with sequences of 
instructions stored therein, which when executed cause the processors to: 

organize historical and forecast business data by component of value and 
element of value where at least one element of value is intangible, and 
use said data to define a predictive model that identifies the value of each 
element of value. 

28. (amended) The system of claim 27 wherein the computers are personal 
computers. 

29. (amended) The system of claim 27 wherein the computer system is a three 
tier client server system. 

30. (amended) The system of claim 27 wherein the revenue, expense and 
capital component of value forecasts are optionally summarized into a cash flow 
forecast. 

31 . (amended) The system of claim 27 wherein the predictive model is a neural 
net. 

32. (amended) The system of claim 27 wherein the value of the elements of 
value are displayed using a paper document or an electronic display. 

33. (amended) The system of claim 27 wherein the forecast for each 
component of value is derived from a multivalent combination of forecasts. 

34. (amended) The system of claim 27 wherein the forecasts for each 
component of value are selected from the group consisting of prior 3 period 
average, prior 6 period average, prior 12 period average, prior 15 period average, 
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prior 18 period average, prior 26 period average, prior period actual, prior period 
actual multiplied by (prior period actual/2 periods prior actual), prior period actual 
multiplied by (1 +3 period average period to period trend), prior period actual 
multiplied by (1 +6 period average period to period trend), prior period actual 
multiplied by (1 + 12 period average period to period trend), prior period one 
quarter ago, prior period six months ago, prior period one year ago (seasonal), 
prior period two years ago, average of (prior period one year ago + prior period 
one period before the period one year ago + prior period one period after one year 
ago), average quarter during last year - converted to monthly or weekly forecast as 
appropriate, average quarter during last year multiplied by (1 + most recent 
quarter to quarter growth rate ) - converted to monthly or weekly forecast as 
appropriate, average quarter during last year multiplied by (1 + average quarterly 
growth last year) - converted to monthly or weekly forecast as appropriate, 
average period last year, average period last year multiplied by (1 + average 
period growth last year), simple weighted average, heavy weighting to most recent 
3 periods, simple weighted average, heavy weighting to most recent 12 periods, 
simple weighted average, heavy weighting to periods one year ago, damped trend 
exponential smoothing - reduced time period, damped trend exponential 
smoothing, single exponential smoothing - reduced time period, single exponential 
smoothing, double exponential smoothing - reduced time period, double 
exponential smoothing, Winter's exponential smoothing - reduced time period and 
Winter's exponential smoothing. 

35. (amended) The system of claim 27 wherein the intangible element of value 
is selected from the group consisting of relationships, employees, customers, 
brands, channel partners and vendors. 

36. (amended) The system of claim 27 wherein business data is obtained from 
a group of systems consisting of advanced financial systems, basic financial 
systems, operation management systems, sales management systems, human 
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resource systems, accounts receivable systems, accounts payable systems, 
capital asset systems, inventory systems, invoicing systems, payroll systems and 
purchasing systems. 

37. (amended) The system of claim 27 wherein determining the value of each 
element of value further comprises evaluating all elements of value at the same 
time within a sequential series of points in time. 

38. (amended) The system of claim 27 wherein determining the value of each 
element of value further comprises: 

deriving one or more element of value weighting factors from the information for 

each of two or more elements of value; 

calculating the present value of the components of value; and 

weighting the information concerning the two or more elements of value 

according to the element of value weighting factors, with the value equaling the 

sum of the product of the element of value factors and the present value of 

each of the components of value. 

39. (amended) The system of claim 38 wherein the element of value weighting 
factors are selected from the group consisting of transaction data, transaction 
ratios and transaction trends. 

40. (amended) The system of claim 38 wherein the element of value weighting 
factors are summarized into composite variables that characterize the 
performance of the elements of value. 

41. (amended) The system of claim 38 wherein calculating the composite 
variable comprises combining element of value weighting factors selected from the 
group consisting of transaction data, transaction ratios and transaction trends. 
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42. (amended) The system of claim 38 wherein determining the value of each 
element of value weighting factor further comprises evaluating all elements of 
value at the same time within a sequential series of points in time. 
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1. (amended) _A computer-implemented method for valuing the cash flow 
contribut i on of elements of value of a business enterprise, comprising: 

organizing historical and forecast business data re l at e d to tho value of th e 
bus i n e ss e nt e rpris e by th e 3 compon e nts component of value and two or mor e 
e le m e nts element of value where at least one element of value is intangible, and 
ca l cu l ating, for each on e of th e ele m e nts of va l u e , a compos i t e var i ab le 
charact e r i z i ng th e p e rformanc e of th e ele m e nt of va l u e of th o busin e ss 
e nt e rpr i s e ; 

determ i ning, for oach on e of tho elements of va l uo, a porcentag o of th e 

components of va l uo attr i butab l e to th e o l omont of va l u e ; and 

calcu l ating a va l u e for e ach on e of the e l em e nts of valu e of th e bus i n e ss 

enterpr i s e bas e d on th e for e cast compon e nt va l u e s of the bus i ness e nt e rpr i s e 

a nd th e p e rc e ntag e of th e compon e nt of va l u e attr i butabl e to ea ch e l e m e nt of 

va l u e . 

using said data to define a predictive model that identifies the value of each 
element of value. 

2. (amended) _The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein the 
compos i t e var i abl e for e ach on e of th e ele m e nts revenue, expense and capital 
component of value , th e component va l ues of th e bus i n e ss e nterpris e and the 
perc e ntag e s of th e compon e nts a ttributabl e to each on e of th e e l e m e nts of va l u e 
forecasts are calcu l at e d fo r optionallv summarized into a rang o of tim o i nc l ud i ng a 
sp e cifi e d valuat i on dat e cash flow forecast . 

3. (amended) .The computer-implemented method of claim 1 further compris i ng 
summar i z i ng wherein the r e v e nu e , e xp e ns e and cap i ta l component of va l u e 
mt epredictive model is a cash f l ow for e cast and cash flow va l u e to y i e l d a fast e r, 
le ss a ccurat e ana l vs i s neural net . 
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4. (amended) _The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein 
ca l cu l ating the composite variab l e comprises combining transact i on rat i os and 
transact i on data value of the elements of value are displayed using a paper 
document or an electronic display . 

5. (amended) __The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein 
d e t e rm i n i ng t he p p rn ft nt a g e fi of th e cash flow attr i but a bl e to an ele m e n t forecast for 
each component of value compr i s e s u si ng outpu t is derived from a n e ur a l n e twork 
to d e t e rm i n e th e p e rc e ntag e of th e cash flow attr i butab l e to th e elem e nt of 
valu emultivalent combination of forecasts . 

6. (amended) Th e computer imp lo montod method of cla i m 1 whoro i n calculating 
the compos i t e variab l e character i zing th e performanc e of th e o lom e nt of va l u e of 
th e bus i n e ss e nt e rpris e compr i s e s us i ng transaction data and on e or mor e 
transaction rat i os to cr e at e th e compos i t e variab le . (amended) The computer- 
implemented method of claim 1 wherein the forecasts for each component of value 
are selected from the group consisting of prior 3 period average, prior 6 period 
average, prior 12 period average, prior 15 period average, prior 18 period average, 
prior 26 period average, prior period actual, prior period actual multiplied by (prior 
period actual/2 periods prior actual), prior period actual multiplied bv (1 + 3 period 
average period to period trend), prior period actual multiplied by (1 + 6 period 
average period to period trend), prior period actual multiplied bv (1 +12 period 
average period to period trend), prior period one Quarter ago, prior period six 
months ago, prior period one year ago (seasonal), prior period two years ago, 
average of (prior period one year ago + prior period one period before the period 
one year ago + prior period one period after one year ago), average Quarter during 
last year - converted to monthly or weekly forecast as appropriate, average quarter 
during last year multiplied bv (1 + most recent guarter to guarter growth rate ) - 
converted to monthly or weekly forecast as appropriate, average guarter during 
last year multiplied bv (1 + average guarterly growth last year) - converted to 
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monthly or weekly forecast as appropriate, average period last year, average 
period last year multiplied by (1 + average period growth last year), simple 
weighted average, heavy weighting to most recent 3 periods, simple weighted 
average, heavy weighting to most recent 12 periods, simple weighted average, 
heavy weighting to periods one year ago, damped trend exponential smoothing - 
reduced time period, damped trend exponential smoothing, single exponential 
smoothing - reduced time period, single exponential smoothing, double 
exponential smoothing - reduced time period, double exponential smoothing, 
Winter's exponential smoothing - reduced time period and Winter's exponential 
smoothing. 

7. (amended) _The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein 
ca l cu la t i ng the compos i t e var i ab le ch a ract e r i z i ng th e p e rformanc e of th e intangible 
element of value of th e bu si n e ss e nt e rpr i s e compr i s e s us i ng transact i on data is 
selected from the group consisting of relationships, employees, customers, 
brands, channel partners and on e or mor e transact i on tr e nds to cr e at e th e 
compos i t e var i abl e vendors . 

8. (am e nd e d) Th e comput e r i mp l em e nt e d method of c l a i m 1 wh e r ei n ca l cu l at i ng 
th e compos i t e var i ab l e charact e r i z i ng th e p e rformanc e of th e ele ment of va l u e of 
th e bus i n e ss e nt e rpr i s e compr i s e s us i ng on e or mor e trans a ct i on rat i os a nd 
transact i on tr e nds to cr e at e th e compos i t e var i ab le . (amended) The computer- 
implemented method of claim 1 wherein business data is obtained from a group of 
systems consisting of advanced financial systems, basic financial systems, 
operation management systems, sales management systems, human resource 
systems, accounts receivable systems, accounts payable systems, capital asset 
systems, inventory systems, invoicing systems, payroll systems and purchasing 
systems. 
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9. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein 

ca l oulat i ng determining the composite var i ab l e character i z i ng tho performance of 
the value of each element of value of tho bus i ness ontorpr i se further comprises 
lin i ng tmnBflflt i nn data to oroato tho compos i te variab l e evaluatina all elements of 
value at the same time within a sequential series of points in time . 

10. (amended) _The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein 
c al cu la t i ng — the — compos i t e — var i ab le — charact e r i z i ng — the — performanc e — ef 
the determininq the value of each element of value of — the — bus i n e ss 
e nt e rpr i s e further comprises us i ng one or more transact i on tr e nds to cr e at e th e 
compos i t e var i ab le . : 

11. (am e nd e d) — Th e comput e r -i mp le m e nted m e thod of cla i m 1 wh e r ei n 
ca l cu l at i ng th e compos i te var i abl e charact e r i z i ng th e p e rformanc e of th e el em e nt 
of va l u e of th e bus i n e ss e nt e rpris e compr i s e s us i ng on e or mor e transaction rat i os 
to cr e at e th e compos i t e var i ab le - 
deriving one or more element of value weighting factors from the information for 
each of two or more elements of value; 

calculating the present value of the components of value; and 
weighting the information concerning the two or more elements of value 
according to the element of value weighting factors, with the value equaling the 
sum of the product of the element of value factors and the present value of 
each of the components of value. 

11. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 10 wherein the 
element of value weighting factors are selected from the group consisting of 
transaction data, transaction ratios and transaction trends. 

12. (amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 410 wherein 

ca l cu l at i ng th e the element of value weighting factors are summarized into 
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composite var i ablo oharaotor i zino variables that characterize the performance of 
the ol oment of va l ue elements of tho bus i ness e nterprise comprises us i ng 
tran s act i on data, transaction trends and transact i on ratios to create tho compos i te 
var i ab levalue. 



13. (amended) -The computer-implemented method of claim +10 wherein 
ca l cu l at i ng — the for e cast for ea ch — compon e nt composite variable comprises 
combining element of value i s obta i n e d weightinq factors selected from a 
mu l t i va le nt — comb i nat i on t he group consisting of for e casts transaction data, 
transaction ratios and transaction trends . 

14. (amended) _The computer-implemented method of claim 410 wherein 
determining t he for e cast for value of each compon e nt of va l u e i s th e best fit 
for e cast obtain e d from a tournam e nt element of for o cast m e thods value weighting 
factor further comprises evaluating all elements of value at the same time within a 
seguential series of points in time . 

15. (am e nded) — Tho comput e r implem o nt o d mothod of cla i m 1 wher ei n 
d e t e rm i n i ng th e valu e of e ach component of va l u e attr i butab le to the e l e m e nt of 
value furth e r i nclud e s: (amended) A computer readable medium having 
seguences of instructions stored therein, which when executed cause a processor 
to perform a method for valuing one or more elements of value of a business 
enterprise, comprising: 

d e r i v i ng on e or mor e ele m e nt of va l u e we i ght i ng factors from th e i nformation 

e ach of two or mor e ele m e nts of va l u e ; 

calcu l at i ng th e pr e s e nt va l u e of th e compon e nts of valu e ; and 

w ei ght i ng th e i nformat i on conc e rn i ng th e two or more e le m e nts of va l ue 

accord i ng to tho oloment of va l u e w ei ght i ng factors, w i th tho va l ue equa li ng the 

sum of th e product of th e ele m e nt of va l u e factors and th o pr e s e nt value of 

e ach of th e compon e nts of v al u e . 
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organizing historical and forecast business data by component of value and 
element of value where at least one element of value is intangible, and 
using said data to define a predictive model that identifies the value of each 
element of value. 

16. (am e nd e d) — Th e comput e r imp le m e nt e d method of claim 1 wher e in 
d e t e rm i n i ng th e p e rc e ntag e of e ach compon e nt of va l u e attr i butab l e to e ach 
ele m e nt of va l u e furth e r oompr i s o s th e uo o of predict i v e mod e ls to det e rm i n e th e 
percentage. (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 wherein the 
revenue, expense and capital component of value forecasts are optionally 
summarized into a cash flow forecast. 

17. (amended) JThe compute r i mp le ment e d m e thod readable medium of claim 
415 wherein d e t e rm i n i ng t he p e rc e ntag e of e ach compon e nt of value attr i butab le 
to e ach ele m e nt of va l u e furth e r compr i s e s th e us e of th e b e st fit predictive model 
ffemis a tournam e nt of pr e d i ct i v e mod el s to d e t e rm i n e th e p e rc e ntag e neural net . 

18. (amended) J"he computer impl o m o ntod method readable medium of claim 
415 wherein d e t e rm i n i ng the p e rcentag e value of e ach compon e nt of va l u e 
attributab le to e ach e l ement of va l u e further compr i o o s evaluat i ng a ll t heelements 
of value at th e sam e t i m e are displayed using a paper document or an electronic 
display . 

19. (amended) _The compute r i mp le m e nt e d m e thod readable medium of claim 
415 wherein the i ntang i b l e e l em e nt f orecast for each component of value is derived 
from a r el at i onsh i p multivalent combination of forecasts . 

20. (amended) _The compute r impl o montod m e thod readable medium of claim 
4-15 wherein the i ntangibl e e l e m e n t forecasts for each component of value te-a 
bfan 4are selected from the group consisting of prior 3 period average, prior 6 
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period average, prior 12 period average, prior 15 period average, p rior 18 period 
average, prior 26 period average, prior period actual prior period actual multiplied 
by (prior period actual/2 periods prior actual), prior period actual multiplied by (1 + 
3 period average period to period trend), prior period actual multiplied bv (1 +6 
period average period to period trend), prior period actual multiplied bv (1 + 12 
period average period to period trend), prior period one guarter ago, prior period 
six months ago, prior period one year ago (seasonal), prior period two years ago, 
average of (prior period one year ago + prior period one period before the period 
one year ago + prior period one period after one year ago), average guarter during 
last year - converted to monthly or weekly forecast as appropriate, average guarter 
during last year multiplied bv (1 + most recent guarter to guarter growth rate ) - 
converted to monthly or weekly forecast as appropriate, average guarter during 
last year multiplied bv (1 + average guarterlv growth last year) - converted to 
monthly or weekly forecast as appropriate, average period last year, average 
period last year multiplied bv (1 + average period growth last year), simple 
weighted average, heavy weighting to most recent 3 periods, simple weighted 
average, heavy weighting to most recent 12 periods, simple weighted average, 
heavy weighting to periods one year ago, damped trend exponential smoothing - 
reduced time period, damped trend exponential smoothing, single exponential 
smoothing - reduced time period, single exponential smoothing, double 
exponential smoothing - reduced time period, double exponential smoothing, 
Winter's exponential smoothing - reduced time period and Winter's exponential 
smoothing . 

21. (amondod) — A comput e r r e adab l e med i um having computor ex e cutab le 
i nstruct i ons th e r e on for caus i ng a comput e r to p e rform the mothod of cla i m 
4r (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 wherein the intangible 
element of value is selected from the group consisting of relationships, employees, 
customers, brands, channel partners and vendors. 
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22. (am e nd e d) — A computer syst e m for valu i ng th e cash f l ow contr i but i on of 
ele m e nts of va l u e of a bus i n e ss e nt e rpr i s e . oompr i s i na: (amended) The computer 
readable medium of claim 15 wherein business data is obtained from a group of 
systems consisting of advanced financial systems, basic financial systems, 
operation management systems, sales management systems, human resource 
systems, accounts receivable systems, accounts payable systems, capital asset 
systems, inventory systems, invoicing systems, payroll systems and purchasing 
systems. 

means for organ i zing data re l ated to tho va l uo of the business ent e rpr i se by th e 
3 compon e nts of va l u e and two or mor e ele m e nts of va l u e wh e r e at le ast on e 
ele m e nt of va l u e is i ntang i b le , 

m e ans for calcu l at i ng, for e ach on e of th e ele m e nts of va l u e , a compos i t e 
var i abl e charact e r i z i ng th e p e rformanc e of th e el em e nt of va l u e of th e bus i n e ss 
e nt e rpr i s e ; 

m e ans for d e t e rm i n i ng, for ea ch on e of th e ele m e nts of valu e , a p e rc e ntag e of 
th e compon e nts of v al u e a ttr i butab le to th e e l e m e nt of v al u e ; and 
m e ans for ca l culat i ng a va l u e for e ach on e of th e ele ments of va l u e of th e 
busin e ss e nt e rpris e bas e d on th e for e cast compon e nt valu e s of th e bus i n e ss 
e nt e rpr i s e and th e p e rc e ntag e of th e compon e nt of va l u e attributab le to e ach 
ele m e nt of va l u e . 

23. (am e nd e d) Th e system of c l a i m 22 wher ei n th e compos i t e var i ab le for e ach 
on e of th e ele m e nts of va l u e , th e compon e nt valu e s of th e bus i n e ss e nterpr i s e and 
th e p e rc e ntages of th e compon e nts attr i but a b le to e ach on e of th e ele m e nts of 
va l u e ar e ca l cu l at e d for a rang e of t i m e i nc l uding a sp e c i fied va l uat i on 
date r(amended) The computer readable medium of claim 15 wherein determining 
the value of each element of value further comprises evaluating all elements of 
value at the same time within a sequential series of points in time. 
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24. (amended) _The svstem computer readable medium of claim 2215 wherein 
determining the revenue, expense and capita l components of value afe 
summarized i nto a cash flow forecast and cash f l ow of each element of value te 
y iel d a fast e r, le ss accurate analvs i s. further comprises: 

deriving one or more element of value weighting factors from the information 
for each of two or more elements of value; 
calculating the present value of the components of value; and 
weighting the information concerning the two or more elements of value 
according to the element of value weighting factors, with the value egualing the 
sum of the product of the element of value factors and the present value of 
each of the components of value. 

25. (amended) _The svstem computer readable medium of claim 2225 wherein 
ca l cu l at i ng t he compos i t e var i ab l e compr i s e s comb i n i ng element of value weighting 
factors are selected from the group consisting of transaction data, transaction 
ratios and transaction data trends . 

26 (amended) The system of claim 22 whoro i n d o torm i ning th o p o rcontagos of 
th e cash flow attr i butab le to an ele m e nt of va l u e compr i s e s us i ng output from a 
n e ura l n e twork to d e t e rm i n e the p e rc e ntag e of th e cash flow attr i butable to th e 
ele m e nt of va l u e . , (amended) The computer readable medium of claim 25 
wherein determining the value of each element of value weighting factor further 
comprises evaluating all elements of value at the same time within a seguential 
series of points in time. 

27. (amended) The A system of c l a i m 22 where i n ca l cu l at i no for valuing the 
composit e var i ab le charact e riz i ng th e p e rformanc e of th e ele m e nt elements of 
value of tbe-a_business enterprise compris e s using transact i on data and on e or 
mor e transact i on rat i os to cr e ate th e composit e var i ab le . , comprising: 
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networked computers each with processor having circuitry to execute 
instructions; a storage device coupled to the processor with sequences of 
instructions stored therein, which when executed cause the processors to: 

organize historical and forecast business data by component of value and 
element of value where at least one element of value is intangible, and 
use said data to define a predictive model that identifies the value of each 
element of value. 

28. (amended) _The system of claim 2227 wherein calcu l ating the composite 
var i ab le charact e r i zing th e p e rformanc e of th e el em e nt of va l u e of th e bus i n e ss 
e nt e rpr i s e compris e s us i ng transaction data and one or mor e transact i on tr e nds to 
cr e at e th e composit e var i ab le computers are personal computers . 

29. (amended) _The system of claim 2227 wherein calcul a t i ng the composit e 
var ia b le charact e r i z i ng th e p e rformanc e of th e ele m e nt of valu e of th e bus i n e ss 
e nt e rpr i s e compr i s e s us i ng on e or mor e transact i on rat i os and transact i on tr e nds 
to cr e at e th e compos i t e var i abl e computer system is a three tier client server 
system . 

30. (am e nd e d) Th e syst e m of cla i m 22 whoroin ca l cu l at i ng tho composite 
var i ab le charact e r i z i ng th e p e rformanc e of th e ele m e nt of va l u e of th e business 
e nterpr i s e — compris e s — us i ng — transact i on — data — to — create — the — composit e 
var i ab le . (amended) The system of claim 27 wherein the revenue, expense and 
capital component of value forecasts are optionally summarized into a cash flow 
forecast. 

31. (amended) .The system of claim 2227 wherein ca l cu l at i ng t he compos i t e 
var i ab le charact e r i z i ng th e p e rformanc e of th e ele m e nt of va l u e of th e bus i ness 
e nt e rpr i s e compr i s e s us i ng on e or mor e transact i on tr e nds to cr e at e th e compos i t e 
var i ab le predictive model is a neural net . 
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32. (amended) _The system of claim 2227 wherein ca l cu l at i ng the composit e 
var i abl e charact e r i zing th e p e rformance of tho elem e nt of value of the busin e ss 
e nt e rpr i s e compris e s elements of value are displayed using ene a paper document 
or mor e transact i on rat i os to cr e ate th e compos i t e var ia b le an electronic display . 

33. (amended) _The system of claim 2227 wherein ca l cul a t i ng the compos i t e 
var i ab le ch a ract e r i z i ng th e — p e rformanc e of th e ele m e n t forecast for each 
component of value of th e bus i n e ss e nt e rpr i s e compr i s e s us i ng transact i on data, 
trans a ct i on tr e nd s a nd transact i on rat i os to cr e at e th e compos i t e var i ab le is derived 
from a multivalent combination of forecasts . 

34. (amended) _The system of claim 2227 wherein the for e cast forecasts for 
each component of value Is — obt ai n e d are selected from a — mu l t i va le nt 
comb i nat i on the group consisting of for e casts prior 3 period average, prior 6 period 
average, prior 12 period average, prior 15 period average, prior 18 period average, 
prior 26 period average, prior period actual, prior period actual multiplied by (prior 
period actual/2 periods prior actual), prior period actual multiplied by (1 + 3 period 
average period to period trend), prior period actual multiplied by (1 + 6 period 
average period to period trend), prior period actual multiplied by (1 + 12 period 
average period to period trend), prior period one guarter ago, prior period six 
months ago, prior period one year ago (seasonal), prior period two years ago, 
average of (prior period one year ago + prior period one period before the period 
one year ago + prior period one period after one year ago), average guarter during 
last year - converted to monthly or weekly forecast as appropriate, average guarter 
during last year multiplied by (1 + most recent guarter to guarter growth rate ) - 
converted to monthly or weekly forecast as appropriate, average guarter during 
last year multiplied by (1 + average guarterly growth last year) - converted to 
monthly or weekly forecast as appropriate, average period last year, average 
period last year multiplied by (1 + average period growth last year), simple 
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weighted average, heavy weighting to most recent 3 periods, simple weighted 
average, heavy weighting to most recent 12 periods, simple weighted average, 
heavy weighting to periods one year ago, damped trend exponential smoothing - 
reduced time period, damped trend exponential smoothing, single exponential 
smoothing - reduced time period, single exponential smoothing, double 
exponential smoothing - reduced time period, double exponential smoothing, 
Winter's exponential smoothing - reduced time period and Winter's exponential 
smoothing . 

35. (amended) _The system of claim 2227 wherein the for e cast for each 
component intangible element of value is selected from the boot f i t for e cast 
obta i n e d from a tournam e n t group consisting of for e cast m e thods relationships, 
employees, customers, brands, channel partners and vendors . 

36. (am e nd e d) Th e syst e m of c l a i m 22 wh e r ei n d e t e rm i n i ng th e va l u e of e ach 
compon e nt of va l u e a ttr i butab le to th e ele m e nt of va l u e furth e r i nclud e s: 
(amended) The system of claim 27 wherein business data is obtained from a 
group of systems consisting of advanced financial systems, basic financial 
systems, operation management systems, sales management systems, human 
resource systems, accounts receivable systems, accounts payable systems, 
capital asset systems, inventory systems, invoicing systems, payroll systems and 
purchasing systems. 

m e ans for d e r i v i ng on e or mor e ele m e nt of va l u e w ei ght i ng factors from th e 
i nformat i on e ach of two or mor e ele m e nts of va l u e ; 
m e ans for ca l cu l at i ng th e pr e s e nt valu e of th e compon e nts of va l u e ; and 
m e ans for w ei ght i ng th e i nformat i on conc e rning th e two or mor e e l em e nts of 
va l u e accord i ng to th e ele m e nt of va l u e w ei ght i ng factors, w i th th e va l u e 
e qua li ng th e sum of th e product of the e l e m e nt of va l u e factors and th e pr e s e nt 
va l u e of e ach of th e compon e nts of v al u e . 
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37. (amended) JTie system of claim 2227 wherein determining the poroontago 
value of each compon e nt of va l u e attributab le to e ach element of value further 
comprises evaluating all elements of value at the yse same time within a sequential 
series of pr e dict i v e mod el s to d e t e rm i n e th e p e rc e ntaa e points in time . 

38. (amended) _The system of claim 2227 wherein determining the porcontag e 
value of each compon e nt of va l u e attr i but a b le to e ach element of value further 
com p rises th e us e of th e b e st f i t pred i ct i v e mod el from a tournam e nt of pr e d i ct i v e 
mod el s to d e t e rm i n e th e p e rc e ntag e . : 

deriving one or more element of value weighting factors from the information for 

each of two or more elements of value; 

calculating the present value of the components of value; and 

weighting the information concerning the two or more elements of value 

according to the element of value weighting factors, with the value equaling the 

sum of the product of the element of value factors and the present value of 

each of the components of value. 

39. (amended) Th e system of c l a i m 22 whorein determ i n i ng th e p o rc o ntage of 
e ach compon e nt of va l u e attr i butab le to e ach e l em e nt of va l u e furth e r compr i s e s 
e va l uat i ng a ll ele m e nts of va l u e at th e sam e t i m e . (amended) The system of claim 
38 wherein the element of value weighting factors are selected from the group 
consisting of transaction data, transaction ratios and transaction trends. 

40. (amended) _The system of claim 2238 wherein the intang i b le element of 
value i s a r el at i onsh i p weighting factors are summarized into composite variables 
that characterize the performance of the elements of value . 

41. (amended) _The system of claim 2238 wherein calculating t he 
i ntang i b le composite variable comprises combining element of value is — a 
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